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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 082349 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO L-03 NSC-05 SS-15 AID-05 EUR- 12 
SSO-OO NSCE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 INRE-00 
CPR-01 SP-02 /061 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/E:RCASTRODALE:CJ 
APPROVED BY AF:WESCHAUFELE JR. 

AF/E:RSPOST 

EUR:JDOBBINS(PHONE) 

L/AF:MMATHESON 
OFDA:SGUTH (PHONE) 

AF/EX:GKRYZA(SUBS) 

NSC:TTHORNTON (SUBS) 

S/S - MR.BRIDGES 

130049Z 045435 /66 

O 122359Z APR 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 082349 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PDIP SWEL CN US 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF CHARGE TO COMOROS 

REFS: A) TANANARIVE 663; B) POST-BARRETT TELECON APRIL 11; 

C) BRUSSELS 3441 

1 . YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO VISIT THE COMORO ISLANDS APRIL 
16. AS PER REFS A AND B, YOU SHOULD CONTACT THE GCI BEFORE- 
HAND TO INDICATE YOU PLAN AN UNOFFICIAL VISIT FOR THE 
PRIMARY PURPOSE OF EVALUATING THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE RE- 
CENT VOLCANIC ERUPTION IN ORDER TO DETERMINE WHETHER AND 
TO WHAT EXTENT THE USG MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO INTERNATIONAL 
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EFFORTS TO AID THE COMOROS' RECOVERY 

2. IF YOU DETERMINE THAT A DISASTER EXISTS ON GRANDE 
COMORE, YOU HAVE AVAILABLE A DOLS 25,000 DISASTER RELIEF 
AUTHORIZATION. PART OR ALL OF THIS COULD BE PROVIDED AS A 
CASH DONATION TO LICROSS OR TO THE GCI OR BOTH. AID OF- 
FICE OF FOREIGN DISASTER ASSISTANCE HAS A VARIETY OF 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


COMMODITIES INCLUDING BLANKETS AND MEDICINES IN ITALY. 

COSTS OF COMMODITIES AND SHIPPING WOULD BE DEDUCTED FROM THE 
DOLS 25,000 DONATION; HOWEVER, IF YOU DETERMINE THAT THE 
NEED JUSTIFIES A LARGER DONATION, YOU COULD REQUEST ADDI 
TIONAL FUNDS. 

3. DURING YOUR VISIT YOU SHOULD MENTION TO GCI 
LEADERS THAT USG HAS GIVEN CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO GCI 
APPROACHES MADE IN NEW YORK, ZANZIBAR AND MOST RECENTLY 
BRUSSELS (REF C) WITH A VIEW TOWARDS ESTABLISHING RE- 
LATIONS. YOU SHOULD STATE THAT THE USG IS FAVORABLE 

TO ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE GCI. 

WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE OPENING A MISSION ON THE ISLANDS 
BUT WOULD COVER THEM FROM OUR EMBASSY IN MADAGASCAR. 

AS CHARGE IN MADAGASCAR YOU WOULD ALSO BE ACCREDITED 
AS CHARGE FOR THE COMOROS. 

4. YOU SHOULD STATE THAT WE PROPOSE TO EXTEND RECOGNI- 
TION THROUGH AN EXCHANGE OF PRESIDENTIAL LETTERS ALONG 
THE FOLLOWING LINES: BEGIN QUOTE DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE JOIN ME IN SENDING BEST WISHES 

TO YOU AND TO THE PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE COMORO 
ISLANDS. I AM PLEASED TO INFORM YOU THAT THE UNITED 
STATES EXTENDS RECOGNITION TO THE REPUBLIC OF THE 
COMORO ISLANDS. IT IS OUR HOPE, WITH YOUR AGREEMENT, 

THAT DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WILL SOON BE ESTABLISHED 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 

I AM AWARE THAT RECENT VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS ON GRANDE 
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COMORE HAVE LEFT A NUMBER OF PEOPLE HOMELESS, AND I 
KNOW THAT THIS SITUATION MUST BE A MATTER OF GREAT 
CONCERN TO YOUR GOVERNMENT FOR THE WELL-BEING OF YOUR 
PEOPLE. I LOOK FORWARD TO THE OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR TWO 
NATIONS TO WORK TOGETHER IN THE CAUSE OF PEACE, FREEDOM 
AND THE WELFARE OF MANKIND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE UN CHARTER. END QUOTE 

5. YOU SHOULD TELL GCI LEADERS THAT IN CUSTOMARY 
INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE WE OF COURSE DO NOT REGARD THE 
EXTENSION OF RECOGNITION AS AFFECTING USG POSITION ON 
ANY OUTSTANDING TERRITORIAL DISPUTES THE GCI MAY HAVE 
WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS. 

VANCE 
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NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 082349 
ORIGIN AF-04 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /005 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY: AF/E:PSMITH:SM X28851 
APPROVED BY: AF/E:JWHITING 

260708Z 118696/21 

R 260142Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 082349 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 082349 ACTION TANANARIVE 12 APR 77 
QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 082349 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PDIP SWEL CN US 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF CHARGE TO COMOROS 

REFS: A) TANANARIVE 663; B) POST-BARRETT TELECON APRIL 11; 

C) BRUSSELS 3441 

1 . YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO VISIT THE COMORO ISLANDS APRIL 
16. AS PER REFS A AND B, YOU SHOULD CONTACT THE GCI BEFORE- 
HAND TO INDICATE YOU PLAN AN UNOFFICIAL VISIT FOR THE 
PRIMARY PURPOSE OF EVALUATING THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE RE- 
CENT VOLCANIC ERUPTION IN ORDER TO DETERMINE WHETHER AND 
TO WHAT EXTENT THE USG MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO INTERNATIONAL 
EFFORTS TO AID THE COMOROS' RECOVERY 
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2. IF YOU DETERMINE THAT A DISASTER EXISTS ON GRANDE 
COMORE, YOU HAVE AVAILABLE A DOLS 25,000 DISASTER RELIEF 
AUTHORIZATION. PART OR ALL OF THIS COULD BE PROVIDED AS A 
CASH DONATION TO LICROSS OR TO THE GCI OR BOTH. AID OF- 
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FICE OF FOREIGN DISASTER ASSISTANCE HAS A VARIETY OF 
COMMODITIES INCLUDING BLANKETS AND MEDICINES IN ITALY. 

COSTS OF COMMODITIES AND SHIPPING WOULD BE DEDUCTED FROM THE 
DOLS 25,000 DONATION; HOWEVER, IF YOU DETERMINE THAT THE 
NEED JUSTIFIES A LARGER DONATION, YOU COULD REQUEST ADDI 
TIONAL FUNDS. 

3. DURING YOUR VISIT YOU SHOULD MENTION TO GCI 
LEADERS THAT USG HAS GIVEN CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO GCI 
APPROACHES MADE IN NEW YORK, ZANZIBAR AND MOST RECENTLY 
BRUSSELS (REF C) WITH A VIEW TOWARDS ESTABLISHING RE- 
LATIONS. YOU SHOULD STATE THAT THE USG IS FAVORABLE 

TO ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE GCI. 

WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE OPENING A MISSION ON THE ISLANDS 
BUT WOULD COVER THEM FROM OUR EMBASSY IN MADAGASCAR. 

AS CHARGE IN MADAGASCAR YOU WOULD ALSO BE ACCREDITED 
AS CHARGE FOR THE COMOROS. 

4. YOU SHOULD STATE THAT WE PROPOSE TO EXTEND RECOGNI- 
TION THROUGH AN EXCHANGE OF PRESIDENTIAL LETTERS ALONG 
THE FOLLOWING LINES: BEGIN QUOTE DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE JOIN ME IN SENDING BEST WISHES 

TO YOU AND TO THE PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE COMORO 
ISLANDS. I AM PLEASED TO INFORM YOU THAT THE UNITED 
STATES EXTENDS RECOGNITION TO THE REPUBLIC OF THE 
COMORO ISLANDS. IT IS OUR HOPE. WITH YOUR AGREEMENT. 

THAT DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WILL SOON BE ESTABLISHED 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 

I AM AWARE THAT RECENT VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS ON GRANDE 
COMORE HAVE LEFT A NUMBER OF PEOPLE HOMELESS, AND I 
KNOW THAT THIS SITUATION MUST BE A MATTER OF GREAT 
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CONCERN TO YOUR GOVERNMENT FOR THE WELL-BEING OF YOUR 
PEOPLE. I LOOK FORWARD TO THE OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR TWO 
NATIONS TO WORK TOGETHER IN THE CAUSE OF PEACE, FREEDOM 
AND THE WELFARE OF MANKIND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE UN CHARTER. END QUOTE 

5. YOU SHOULD TELL GCI LEADERS THAT IN CUSTOMARY 
INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE WE OF COURSE DO NOT REGARD THE 
EXTENSION OF RECOGNITION AS AFFECTING USG POSITION ON 
ANY OUTSTANDING TERRITORIAL DISPUTES THE GCI MAY HAVE 
WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS. 

VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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